
President 

The role of the President primarily includes: 

• Presiding and chairing over any and all ESS executive meetings.  
• Supervising and directing the duties of the Executive Officers.  
• Preparing the agenda for meetings in conjunction with input from the ESS Executive and the 

Engineering student body. 
• Acting as the liaison with professional and public organizations (non-student), as well as with the 

media.  
• Acting as the liaison with the Dean of Engineering to maintain the lines of communication.  
• Monitoring all incoming physical mail (at LUSU Office and at Dean’s Office). 
• Performing all duties and responsibilities outlined in ESS Policy and Standard Operating 

Procedures.  
• Performing additional duties of the ESS President as outlined in the E3F constitution.   

Candidates: 

 

Name Joshua Thomas Foster 
 

Election platform No platform available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vice President External 

The role of the V.P. External primarily includes:  

• Acting as the liaison with all student organizations (outside of the university).  
• Assuming overall accountability for ensuring ESS remains in good standing with ESSCO and CFES 

through: 
o Attending all conferences and teleconferences as required, or providing a proxy vote for 

the conferences. 
o Ensuring all delegate & membership fees are paid in a timely manner. 
o Bidding on conferences on behalf of ESS as required, or assembling a team to bid on 

upcoming conferences as required. 
• Selecting delegates to attend conferences on behalf of Lakehead University engineering. 
• Communicating to the President and the other Executive Officers all non-Lakehead University 

engineering student initiatives.  

• Assuming the duties of the President if he/she is unable to fulfill the duties for which he/she was 
elected. 

• Performing all duties and responsibilities outlined in ESS Policy and Standard Operating 
Procedures. 

 
Candidates: 
 

Name Brianne Walford 
Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

As VP social for the 2018/2019 year, I have had previous 
experience as an ESS executive.  I understanding what is means to 
represent Lakehead on the provincial level.  Through other 
conference I have attended I have established connections with 
other schools and represented Lakehead as a student society 
worth being a part of. 

Election platform As VP External, I would give a voice for the smaller schools at 
both the provincial, and national level.  Expanding on the work 
done this year, I aim to give Lakehead more significance with 
ESSCO (Engineering Student Societies’ Council of Ontario) and 
CFES (Canadian Federation of Engineering Students). 
 
I am also passionate about starting up both Engiqueers and a 
Women in Engineering chapters here at Lakehead to ensure 
inclusivity in and around Lakehead. 

 
 
 
 
 



Vice President Internal 

The role of the V.P. Internal primarily includes:  

• Developing and maintaining student development programs and events. 
• Developing and maintaining programs and events to promote and advocate for diversity, in 

accordance with Clause 2.7. 
• Attend engineering faculty meetings as set by the Dean’s office.  

o If the V.P. Internal cannot attend the President shall attend in his/her place. 

• Acting as the liaison between the student body and the Faculty of Engineering concerning, but 
not limited to, disputes between students and professors.  

• Recording, typing, and distributing the minutes of any and all ESS meetings in a timely fashion.  
• Maintain and monitor an organized filing system in conjunction with all Executive Officers.  
• Performing all duties and responsibilities outlined in ESS Policy and Standard Operating 

Procedures. 
 

Candidates: 
 

Name Chin Yau Sheng 
Election platform No platform available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name Karen Huang 
Head shot 

 
Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

Greetings to all Lakehead students, my name is Karen. I am 
running for VP Internal in the 2019-2020 ESS Executive election. 
Here is a short summary about my experience and background. 
 
SME Northern Lights Chapter secretary and interim 
communications coordinator (2017 to 2018). Organized and 
maintained members subscriptions and updated current contact 
information. Recorded and distributed meeting minutes in a timely 
manner. Created event tickets and advertisement on social media. 
 
NAIT Students’ Association senate (2014 to 2016). Represented the 
student’s best interest and act as the voice of the students in 
senate meetings. Voting on NAITSA governing regulations and 
financial budgets during monthly senate meetings and quarterly 
financial meetings. 
 
NAIT Mechanical Engineering Students’ Association MECSA VP 
Social (2015 to 2016). 



Election platform My goal is to enhance the overall student experience at Lakehead 
University, liaise between the student body and the Faculty of 
Engineering. 
 
I am a transfer student from NAIT, currently in my third year in 
Mechanical Engineering. Before I came to Lakehead, I worked for 
two years as a CAD designer in Edmonton. Coming back to school 
was definitely a big change and it is very challenging for me. My 
goal is to help those students (both transfer and local students) 
who are facing the same problems. Let’s work together to 
overcome those challenges! Please help me by giving me your 
valuable vote. 
 
I am open to any concerns or questions from all students, if you 
see me on campus, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vice President Finance 

The role of V.P. Finance primarily includes: 

• Preparing a monthly record of finances to be presented to the Executive Officers. 

• Once elected preparing a fiscal budget in conjunction with all Executive Officers for the 
upcoming year. 

• Ensuring the proper and timely settlement of all ESS financial transactions. 

• Handling all monies associated with the ESS.  

• Performing all duties and responsibilities outlined in ESS Policy and Standard Operating 
Procedures.  

 
Candidates: 
 

Name Randy Seccafien 

Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

I was previously a president in the Mechanical Engineering 
Student Association at the Northern Alberta Institute of 
technology.  I also have leadership experience as a Student 
Senator at the same school.  I have mentored and volunteered 
extensively with Big Brothers Big Sisters and the Tetra Society of 
North America.  At lakehead, I am currently chair of the 
Engineering Equipment Endowment Fund.  In general, I care 
about the communities I am a part of and love to give back. 

Election platform This coming year will be an interesting one for the student society 
finance across the province.  Doug Ford’s new funding limitations 
will have an inpact on all student societies, necessitating a head-
on adaptive approach going forward.  I am ready to take on this 
challenge, and with my experience previously at other institutions 
as a representative of the student bodies believe I will have a 
solid footing going forward.  The key goal for the coming year will 
to ensure students get their money’s worth for the fees they pay.  
Student fees are costly to all and without the know how that a 
current ESS director like me would have, funding may not be 
efficiently and effectively used to benefits students like you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Vice President Sponsorship 

The role of the V.P. Sponsorship primarily includes:  

• Procurement of loans, donations, sponsorships, and external financing.  

• Develop and maintain any and all relationships between ESS and sponsors.  

• Support of conference sponsorship procurement in the event Lakehead is to host an ESSCO or 
CFES conference. 

• Performing all duties and responsibilities outlined in ESS Policy and Standard Operating 

Procedures. 

 

Candidates: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name Ben Martin 
Headshot 

 
Previous 
experience 
relevant to the 
position 

In the 2018/2019 school year I have been involved with the engineering 
student society (ESS) as a director of events. I organized the snow golf 
event in November, helped to organize the pumpkin smash event, and I 
am also currently organizing the ESS annual car smash, where all the 
proceeds will go towards the LUSU food bank.  
I am also from a town very close to Thunder Bay and have a lot of 
personal connections with companies operating out of Thunder Bay. I 
also have a lot of experience running fundraising events through high 
school clubs and sports, and I can use this to help the other executives 
to run events and bring in more funding for the ESS. 

Election platform As VP sponsorship, my first course of action would be to build more 
connections with companies in the region, as well as use my current 
connections to secure more funding for the ESS. I would look over the 
sponsorship package made last year, make any necessary changes, and 
begin contacting external sources to find new funding. I will also look to 
work with companies, such as U-ride, in order to benefit student life, 
such as discounted transportation to and from events. 
At the moment, the ESS helps to fund students attending conferences, 
student graduation projects, and engineering competitions. However, 
with budget cuts to clubs coming into effect with the new government, 
the ESS will have less money to put towards the student body. Thus, as 
VP sponsorship, I will look to secure more funding in order to help 
supplement students through my connections, people skills, and 
fundraising experience. 



 
Name Mishel Mani Varghese 
Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

 Director of Discounts with the ESS (Engineering Student Society) - 
Oct 2018-Current 
I am responsible for getting great offers for engineering students 
flaunting ESS gear. 

• Managed to get a 35% off deal for Chicken waffle clubs 
and get fishbowl prices for engineering students at the 
Outpost. 

• Got hockey night tickets for 33% off for engineering 
students to watch the Lakehead Hockey team. 

• In the process of planning and organizing Chicken waffle 
club day I was able to strike long term deals for the 
events.  

As the Director of Discounts, I reported directly to the current VP 
Sponsorship Adam, which helped get an insight into what the 
role entails.  

Election platform Starting next year, students will have the option of opting out of 
ESS. As an International student paying tens of thousands of 
dollars every year for school, I can understand how several 
students will look to cut costs as much as possible, without 
considering what the ESS represents and the advantages of 
getting involved with ESS. My election platform is based off two 
keys goals: 

1) To get sponsorships from companies around Thunder Bay 
to fund events like Frosh, LEC etc. Maintaining good 
relationships with Engineering companies in and around 
Thunder Bay which in turn will open up better access for 
co-ops or post-grad jobs for students affiliated with ESS. 
Furthermore, as VP Sponsorship I would focus on 
gathering as many potential sponsors for any Engineering 
conferences ESS may bid on in the near future.  

2) Get more students involved with the ESS. Given a lot of 
students will potentially choose to opt out of the ESS, it is 
now crucial that Engineering students are made aware of 
the advantages of getting involved in the Engineering 
community. As an executive member, I will do everything 
in my power to advertise events, conferences, and 
competitions to get more students involved. I also have a 
personal incentive to get more international students 
coming out to events and maybe even see a few in the 
directorship positions to further diversify the ESS.  

 



Vice President Social 

The role of the V.P. Social primarily includes:  

• Plan and directing all social, charity, and athletic functions including but not limited to: 

o FROSH 

o The Lakehead Engineering Competition 

o The Bus Pull 

o The Engineering-Nursing Formal 

• Coordinate with other societies to plan social functions. 

• Performing all duties and responsibilities outlined in ESS Policy and Standard Operating 
Procedures. 

 
Candidates: 
 

Name Aprampar Singh 

Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

I was school captain in my high school for two consecutive years 
and handled certain responsibilities which will definitely help me 
for tthis position.  Since day one of this university I have 
volunteering in many events.  I am a confident and social person, 
which welcomes everybody and would love to help others in their 
issues. 

Election platform • Diversity in ESS 

• More Engineering Events and Fairs 

• Organising Annual Technological Fest 

• More Conference Opportunities for international students 
and Domestic Students (when ever a conference comes 
up) 

 
Name Luke Sawler 

Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

• Volunteered with ESS for the past 2 years 

• Helped plan and organize various fundraising events prior 
to coming to lakehead 

Election platform • Improve relationships with faculty and Discpline societies 

• Envole Faculty in some events such as a mixer.  Meet your 
proffesors outside of class environment. 

• Try running a sports event, ie: softball, Basketball 
tournament or field Day with multiple events. 

• Introductory events for transition students in summer or 
September. 

• Bring some East coast flair to Northwestern Ontario  



 
Name Reid Boyes 

Election platform No platform available 

 
 
Vice President Publication 

The role of the V.P. Publications primarily includes:  

• Ensuring the proper and timely publication of the “Engenda” prior to start of September classes.  

• Ensuring the proper and timely publication of fall and winter semester editions of the RACK.  

• Ensuring the timely maintenance of the ESS website and other social media outlets including but 
not limited to the ESS Facebook page.  

• Performing all duties and responsibilities outlined in ESS Policy and Standard Operating 
Procedures. 

 
Candidates: 
 

Name Blake Hughes Havill 

Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

I am currently Editor-in-Chief of the Rack and manage the 
podcast.  I work closely with the current VP Publication and feel I 
have a good understanding of what is involved. 

Election platform • I am looking to expand the podcast to hopefully biweekly 
episodes.  I want to get Profs and Industry Execs on it 
possibly.  It would be ideal to get to the point where we 
would get advertising revenue from it.   

• I am hoping to expand the Rach as well, possibly doing 2 
issues a semester.  This would hopefully increase the 
readership as well as the ad revenue. 

 
Name Kenneth Byers 

Previous experience 
relevant to the position 

ESS VP Pub. 2018-2019 
The Rack March 2018 editor 

Election platform • Greater awareness of ESS social media and other 
platforms including website 

• Increase partnership with Ad company and Press company 
to ensure better publications 

• Ensure no issues with publications this year 

• Better user-friendly and aesteticly pleasing publications 

 


