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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

Engineering students and future drop outs, 

Welcome to the ESS Engenda! Th is book contains information about the ESS, its executive members, 
its functions and some of its events and activities. We were asked to prepare a few lines and now that 
we’ve done them, we feel great. Th is book is written by a bunch of rookies, and usually when someone 
tells you its their 1st time you usually don’t get your hopes up. Th at being said, take a look at what we’ve 
slammed together in the last week and let us know if it meets your standards! As we like to say “it’s good 
enough for what we go with!”

We are super excited about this upcoming school and hope you will be too when you see all the sweet 
activities we have planned for you. Whether you’re into social events like our creative recreational 
activities, or design and creation competitions such as the Lakehead 
Engineering Competition, we think you’re going to enjoy this academic 
year. If there’s something you think we should be doing, just let us 
know - we’re always into new ideas, so drop by the offi  ce in UC 0015 or 
send any of us an email.

NEW STUDENTS: Welcome to Lakehead Engineering! Th is book is 
intented to give students a feel of what engineering at LU is all about. 
You’ll learn all about working hard in class, and we’re here to make sure 
you learn how to have fun on the weekend! Learn how to have a good 
school/fun balance or these will either
be the worst 4 years of your life, or the best 6!

TO EVERYONE ELSE: Welcome back - you didn’t escape when you 
had the chance, and we wouldn’t have it any other way - obviously we 
came back, and you know how happiness loves company. As senior 
or experienced students, we’re going to be relying on you to set an 
example for engineering involvement on campus - you only have a 
limited time at school, so take this opportunity to win a couple of 
competitions and spruce up your resume for next summer.

Sincerely, 

Th e 2015-2016  Editorial Team Andreas and Slim,
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WELCOME! And congratulations you have taken the fi rst step on your upcoming journey here at 
Lakehead University. Th is agenda contains all the information you will need in order to survive 
the ordeal that is engineering. It contains areas in which you can organize all of your classes as 
well as stay on track with all of the exam dates and assignment/project due dates. And best of all 
ITS FREE!!

   ENGINEERING STUDENTS SOCIETY

Who we are:
Th e ESS is mainly here for you! Our (volunteer) staff  of 7 (currently 6) executives and our 
numerous commissioners exist to make your experience here at Lakehead engineering a pleasant 
and successful one. From hosting professional development events to providing funding for many 
extra circular clubs throughout the school, we are fully dedicated to your success!!

Th e purpose of the Lakehead University Engineering Students society is as following:
•  To publicly promote the science of engineering and the knowledge of its membership in 

connection with all facets of engineering.
•    To promote and support educational, social and athletic events
•    To provide information to the membership regarding all professional engineering 

organizations
•    To promote the history and traditions of the profession of engineering
•    To hold and attend conferences, meetings and exhibitions for the discussion of engineering 

prolems and the exchange of views in matters related to engineering
•    To maintain and uphold the objectives of the ESS and to constantly encourage membership 

participation in ESS endeavours.

For more information please visit ess.lusu.ca for the ESS constitution.

How to get involved:
Th e Engineering Student Society holds many events during the year where volunteers will be 
required. Events like Frosh week, Lakehead Engineering competition and much more!. Numerous 
commissioner positions are also available, for more information please visit ess.lusu.ca for how to 
apply for these positions. Ge involved in the success of your ESS!

About your Engineering Student Society
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Message from the Dean
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2015-2016 ESS Executive

President  Slim Babay   ess@lakeheadu.ca
VP. External  Samuel Frisby  ess.external@lakeheadu.ca
VP. Finance  Vyankatesh Mhavatkar ess.fi nance@lakeheadu.ca
VP. Internal  Allyson Paris  ess.academic@lakeheadu.ca
VP. Publication (Vacant)    ess.publication@lakeheadu.ca
VP. Sponsorship  Andreas Zailo   ess.academic@lakeheadu.ca
VP. Social   Mark Athitakis   ess.social@lakeheadu.ca

For more information please visit ess.lusu.ca for all available positionsbas well as 
information of the executives.

Engineering Associations & Affi  liated Clubs:

Engineering Student Society of Ontario (ESSCO)
 www.essco.ca

Canadian Federation of Engineering Students (CFES)
 http://cfes.ca/

Professional Engineers of Ontario (PEO)
 http://www.peo.on.ca/

Ontario Society of Professional Engineers (OSPE)
 http://www.ospe.on.ca/

Canadian Society of Mechanical Engineers (CSME)
 http://www.csme-scgm.ca/

Canadian Society of Civil Engineers (CSChE)
 http://csce.ca/

Canadian Society of Chemical Engineers (CSCE)
 http://www.csche2012.ca/

Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
 http://www.ieee.org/index.html

ESS Contact Information
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EEEF Position Structure
• EEEF Chair
• 2 nd Year Chemical 
• 2 nd Year Civil
• 2 nd Year Electrical
• 2 nd Year Mechanical
• 2 nd Year Soft ware
• 4 th Year Chemical
• 4 th Year Civil
• 4 th Year Electrical
• 4 th Year Mechanical
• 4 th Year Soft ware
• ESS President
• Dean, Faculty of Engineering
(non-voting)
Th e Engineering Equipment Endowment Fund (E3F) is
used by undergraduate engineering students and the

Engineering Equipment Endowment Fund - E3F
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 I’m Slim Babay, your 2015/2016 ESS President, and you might recognize me from page 
2. If you want, you can call me Slim Shady, Slim fast, Slim Jim, Slime baby, Adam Sandler. I’ve 
pretty much heard it all. I’ve been at Lakehead a professional student since 2004, graduated 
with an HBSc in applied biomolecular sciences, went into a Masters for Biology studying 
neuropsychopharmacology with rats, went back and completed a BA in psychology before going 
back into the Masters and then now I’m in my 4th year for Soft ware engineering with an option 
in Mechanical. I know what you’re thinking, what’s next? Outdoor rec? Education? I’m sure 
hoping I’m not Lakehead’s best returning customer (If you know someone else please email me 
and back me up on this).

 Anyway just want to welcome all the new frosh and masochistic transition students who 
survived their summer of hell.  Welcome back to everyone else and get ready for another great 
year full of all-nighters, last minute pull throughs, and unforgettable events. ESS has a wide range 
of professional and social events this year and we hope to add balance to your course work by 
bridging the gap into the industry and networking with peers and future employers.

 If you’re ever bored feel free to drop by the offi  ce to 
chat about 3d printers, drones, getting your lawn mower 
to wheelie or to just hang out on our casting couch! If 
you don’t know what that is you are a liar we have a lot of 
open positions for volunteers! I really recommend getting 
involved in any capacity you can. Not only does it look 
great on a resume but it’ll pay off  in more ways than you 
think,

Good luck this year!
 

My name is Samuel Frisby and I have minimal affi  liations to 
the fl ying disk. I am a 3rd year Chemical Engineering Student. 
I hail from here in Th under Bay although I grew up in the 
smaller and more northern town of Ignace. I really became 
involved with the culture of engineering in my second year of 
University aft er being elected to Lakehead’s VP Social Position in 
a bi-election. My baptism by fi re into the world of Engineering 
Societies installed in me a burning desire to make a positive 
diff erence at Lakehead. I fi ght wild fi res in the summer time, 
hide in the forest in my spare time, and enjoy the subtle nuances 
of death metal all the time. 

Come out and get to know me - Let’s get fi red up!

VP External - Samuel Frisby

President - Slim Babay

Your ESS Exec
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VP Financial - Vyankatesh Mhavatkar
 My name is Vyankatesh Mhavatkar also known as the 
mystical fairy of Morodor. You might think “Morodor, isn’t that a 
terrible place?” - and you’d be right. I have suff ered there for what 
seems like years and only managed to escape by writing cheques and 
wearing this magical tunic (shown inthe picture on the left ). Th e evil 
wizard Mathitakis, who runs the place originally showed me love, 
or so I thought. Soon I realized that he was merely using me, and 
our love was not in fact real. It is for this reason I became the Vector 
Prime of the Educations Student System (ESS), I am condent that I 
have the tools, or at least 6, who will help me in fi nding and defeating 
my nemisis. As Vector Prime I bring the following skills: Counting 
multiple numbers up to 10, an irascible smile, the telepathic ability to 
send this bio to the editors, and the proofreading skills to have totally 
missed this during 1st,2nd and 3rd draft s. I can promise you one thing 
and one thing only - that I am a lot better with your fi nances than I am with protecting my 
dignity.  

VP Internal - Allyson Paris
 I, Allyson Paris am your V.P. Internal! I am in my third 
year of Chemical Engineering so I’m about halfway done... 
as long as you don’t include masters! My job this year is to 
help make your school life the best it can be! If you have any 
questions or concerns about your academics /professors you 
can bring them to me and I will help facilitate the issue with 
the professor or resolve it using the appropriate channels. 
I am responsible for hosting academic events such as the 
career fair and Lakehead university’s Annual Engineering 
Competition (LEC).

 If you are interested in getting involved with LEC or 
have questions/concerns about your academic career email me at essadm@
lakeheadu.ca

Your ESS Exec



8

VP Sponsorship - Andreas Zailo
 My name is Andreas, and I am the VP of Sponsorship 
for this year. I joined the ESS because I want this school 
to be better than it is. If you think about it, some of us 
will graduate with a degree from LU, so if LU kills it at 
competitions, in conferences, and in general - it’ll help 
when we’re seeking a job later on in life. Th at being said, 
I’m all about working hard while having a good time. I love 
combining events that involve engineering, but are also fun. 
It’s pretty neat. As your VP of Sponsorship, I work with local 
businesses to encourage collaboration between our school 
and their professionals. Anyways, if you want to stop and 
chat or grab a drink, let me know - I can guarantee I won’t 
turn you down twice!

VP Social - Mark Athitakis

 My name is Mark Athitakis, also known as the evil lord of 
Moridor, Mathitakis. I originally thought that once I became a level 
13 black mage that I would have mind powers over extinct animals. 
While I acheived my goals, extinct animals are hard to fi nd, that is 
until a mystical fairy caught my eye. I was cruising across a school 
yard, literally tripping on balls, when the Galaxy Patrol (SGPEF) 
approached - I’d forgoten I am not allowed within 100 foots of 
schools - but how do you know unless you walk there? Seems like 
a silly law to me. Soo, the offi  cer chased me to the base of a cliff  
and blew my mind... Aft er scrambling up the cliff , I came to the 
top, tired and sweaty - my arms, ouchie. To my utter astonishment 
I was greeted by a fl ash of light and thought that another wizard 
was attacking me. Instead. Th is mystical fairy was taking a picture 
of me. I’ve always wondered why they don’t call it a yousie, because 
you’re taking a picture of someone else. Anyways - I immediately befriended this fairy but soon 
discovered that he must not be extinct because my mind powers did NOT work. I was really mad, 
so I stole a bunch of magical tomes, which I know now are engineering handbooks and actually 
contain magic. I have used the rest of my gold to purchase the Recreational Degree at the back and 
think this will be fun. When I think of that fairy, I feel bad, because I never apologize, I’m sorry but 
it’s just the way I am.

Your ESS Exec
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VP Publication - Maybe you?

If you think you’d like to become an executive with the Engineering Student Society, we currently 
do not have a VP of Publication and would love to have you on board!

To give you an idea of what would be expected, some of the responsibilities would include:

- Having an impeccable sense of fashion and humour
- Ensuring the proper and timely publication of the RACK (Engineering Newspaper)
- Maintenance and updating the ESS webpage
- Kung fu skills
- Good attention to details - spelling, punctuation! etc.
- Ability to convey information in small soundbites on facebook

Most of the work for this year has already been done, and your duties would be limited to the 
execution of the activities and publications already in place. Currently we have two LU alumni 
students acting as the editors for the engineering paper, so this is a great opportunity to get some 
experience in a new eld with a managable workload!

Your ESS Exec



10

As you are likely well aware, the agendas are a little bit late this year, and some of our 
events have already taken place, but for those of you who missed them, we’ll do a quick 
rundown of past events.

ESS Summer Student Celebration - September 4th, 2015
Every summer at Lakehead over 200 students come from around the country to complete 
Lakehead’s Engineering Bridge Program. In order to celebrate the completion of the 
engineering bridge, the ESS held the event from 3:30 - 5:30pm at the Outpost, and 
giveaways included FREE T-shirts!

FROSH - September 19th, 2015
Th is event was held for all the fi rst year , and engineering transfer students at LU. 
Basically this event consisted of activities such as slip and slide, catapult building, free 
food, free T-shirts and the chance to win $150 from our sponsor CIBC. Th e day ended 
with the ring of a cannon right beside Big Th under. Th is event is deeply rooted in 
tradition and signies the ocial start of school for engineers!

Creative Recreation Activities for the Weekend at Lakehead (CRAWL) - Oct. 3rd
Th is social event is for students who have reached the age of majority and its primary 
purpose is to encourage friendships between engineers in dierent disciplines and years. 
Event included free T-shirts with the purchase price and transportation to the bars.

Oktoberfest Catapult Competition - October 9th, 2015
Th is event is the precursor to Lakehead Engineering Compeition. If you didn’t go
be sure to do so next year! Basically students were given one (1) hour to design and 
build a catapult that can re a ping pong ball 6 ft . to destroy the opposing teams’ defenses. 
Competition included 4 x $50 prizes for 1st place, best dressed team, most enthusiastic 
team and coolest design.

ESS - Events 2015/2016
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So hopefully you’re reading this in time to catch some of the other events we have planned for 
this year.

Arduino Programming Tutorial - November & December 2015
If you’re interested in competiting in Lakehead’s Engineering Competition (LEC) in January of 
2016, you will denitely want to be on the lookout for this tutorial. In recent years the Ontario 
Engineering Competition has incorporated robotics into Senior Design, and this year at LU, 
we’ll be doing the same. Anyone who signs up for LEC will automatically be invited to learn 
basic programming and applications. From previous years, it is highly recommended to 
include a soft ware or electrical engineer on your LEC team if you know one...

Movember
We’re still trying to get some of our favourite professors on board, but keep an eye out for them 
as volunteers. Money will be raised by donation - each professor will have a couple options of 
mustaches they will be forced to wear - whichever option raises the most money will be the 
one that is chosen for their fi rst day at class in December.

SCAVENG - January 2016
Th e event is absolutely free to enter, and all you need to compete is:

• A team of up to 4 people
• A team name and logo
• Some sort of picture taking device

Th roughout the month of January your team of four engineering students must complete as 
many objectives as possible on the scavenger hunt list. Judging will be held on January 29th 
at the outpost. Th ere will be other opportunities to win points at this nal event so be sure to 
attend! Make sure you win, because there will be some sweet prizes!

ESS - Events 2015/2016
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LAKEHEAD ENGINEERING COMPETITION (LEC) - January 16th, 2015
Th is is the one event you do NOT want to miss! Th is all day 
competition focuses purely on quick, innovative design. 
Students will compete in teams of four, and aft er given the 
problem statement will have 4-5 hours to create a solution 
that fulls the design problem. Students are encouraged to join 
in 
multi-discipline teams in order to maximize problem solving 
potential.

Th is year’s LEC will consist of four categories:
Junior Team Design
Senior Team Design
Engineering Communications
Programming

For the rest year, the ESS has introduced motorized controls 
to the senior design, following the recent trend at the Ontario 
Engineering Competition.Winners will head to the University of 
Waterloo to represent Lakehead University at the provincial level.

Ontario Engineering Competition (OEC) - January 29th - 31st, 2016
As aforementioned, the winners of this years Lakehead Engineering Competition will be sent 
to Waterloo to compete with universities from across Ontario. Th is is an extremely professional 
event and a great opportunity to meet industry reps and like-minded students from across 
Canada.

If you win at LEC, there are funds available to send you and your team to Waterloo, so make sure 
if you want to compete that you have these dates o. If a winning team cannot make the OEC, the 
team placing 2nd will be selected. For more information visit: http://oec2016.io/

ESS - Events 2015/2016
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ESS and LUNA Winter Formal - February 27th, 2016
Th e Formal is an annual tradition between the engineering and nursing student societies of 
Lakehead. While the event is hosted by the engineering and nursing student societies, everyone 
and anyone is welcome (as long as they have a ticket). In case you don’t know, a formal is a night 
where everyone dresses up in formal attire and enjoys a seated meal, dancing, and fun. Basically, 
now that you’ve bonded with your fellow engineers, it’s time to practice those social skills in the 
real world! 

SHOP TOURS - November & Reading Break 2016
As we all know there’s only so much you can learn in a classroom, and sometimes its worthwhile 
to check out some of the great businesses here in town. Right now we are working to get tours 
with OPG Biomass power generation plant, and as well, the Bombardier manufacturing plant. 
If you have an idea that you’d like us to pursue, or a company that you’d like to visit, send us an 
email or drop by the ESS oce at UC - 0015 to let us know!

SNOW IT ALL WEEK - Reading Break 2016
If you like a good time, you’ll defi nitely want to join the ESS as we head down to the only hump 
worth riding which happens to be deep down south of the border. Make sure you don’t have 
a criminal record or get a pardon as it’s a long walk home. Trip will include a couple of days 
of skiing, lodging, plus transportation to and from the mountain leaving you with more than 
enough time to recover and actually get some “reading” done.

St .Paddy’s GrubCrawl - March 12th, 2016
Need we say more? Basically this is the last opportunity to let loose before fi ynals and right aft er 
midterms - we literally could not plan a better holiday ourselves! Keep in mind that for these 
events, we rely on the goodwill of the bussing companies and bars we go to on previous crawls, so 
if you’re out with us, make sure to thank the bus drivers and act as professional as you can!

ESS - Events 2015/2016
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Lakehead Engineering Conference - March 25th, 2016
 Th is event represents a signicant opportunity for companies that are looking for graduating 
engineers to employ. Introduced this year, the goal of the 2016 Lakehead Engineering Conference 
is the following:

- Showcase the degree projects of the dierent disciplines of engineering at Lakehead to the public 
and to industry representatives

- Provide professional development to students in the form of:
- Industry speakers
- Academic success, leadership, and professionalism workshops
- Graduating students speaking of their experiences
- Foster closer relationships between students and professors

 Th is event has never actually been held before, so we are still working with the individual 
department chairs to make this happen. If you think this is something that you’d like to participate 
in, either as a volunteer or as a fourth year presenter, let us know!!

Other Events
 Th ere are a signicant amount of events that we haven’t put in this schedule, primarily 
because we don’t know if they are actually feasible. Currently we are working with 3D modelling 
companies such as solidworks to provide a certication course at the end of this academic year, but 
no promises. If there’s other events that you would like to see us put on, drop by the oce and we’ll 
see if we can do - frisby, paintball, glow in the dark dodgeball are bywords at our regular meetings!

ESS - Events 2015/2016
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For more info check out our website or ask 
one of our executives on how to make your 
own ESS Coveralls!

COVERALLS

3 White Stripes:
· length > shoulder height, for width = 2’’
· length > 2 * shoulder height, for width = 1’’
· White Fabric Paint, masking tape, duct tape, refl ective 
strips, white el tape
· 1 Large Moose Logo Patch (Back) + 1 Regular Moose 
Logo Patch (right pocket)
· Patches from ESS or other universities engineering clubs
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 Th ere isn’t enough time to cover all of Lakehead’s Engineering traditions, however, here’s a 
couple of highlights from previous years, and we encourage you to think of something creative to 
match!

 FROSH swimming event - If you haven’t been in Lake Tamblyn yet, you should know that 
while it is home to a variety of aura and fauna, it is also home to an enourmously large population 
of leeches. I kid you not. Th at didn’t bother this group from taking a dip.

 Currently there’s a plan to do a swim across the lake for 
charity, so if this is something you’d be in to, let us know!

 Every school’s engineering group does something 
crazy, and LU is no exception. Th is crane was claimed by 
the ESS in 1970 under the marine salvage act - the parties 
responsible for placing the crane in the lake were never found 
or charged.

 Engineering Coveralls have been a large part of making Engineering fun at Lakehead 
University.  An Engineer is easy to spot in his white hard hat and blue coveralls, and as such is the 
base for the ESS uniform. Th ey are more commonly used to go drinking, however, they are also 
suitable for competitions and conferences.

 You can get your set of Engineering Coveralls at the ESS oce located in UC 0015.

ESS - History and Traditions
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 Th e Engineering Student Society has a long and varied history, the most iconic of 
which begins with our cannon, Big Th under. Th e cannon is located in the Centennial Building 
courtyard, was built in 1972 by a loyal and faithful band of engineers to stand as a symbol of 
engineering at Lakehead. Th ere were many reasons for choosing a cannon as an engineering 
symbol. Many famous engineers used cannons in their research to develop concepts both
students and professionals use today. Joseph Fourier developed the principles of heat transfer 
by observing the energy being dissipated through the barrel walls. Ernst Mach determined the 
relationship for the speed of sound by ring projectiles from a cannon. Th e cannon also stands as a 
reminder to all engineers of the duality between destructiveness and development. But more than 
anything, it represents the strength and power of engineering.

 Big Th under has had a long history of vandalism. Since its erection it has been painted 
yearly by many rival faculties, only to be repainted black by the engineers. In 2003/2004, the 
cannon was painted green four times in a row, including the slogan "Forestry" both on the cannon 
uprights and sidewalks surrounding the cannon grounds. It also got painted pink by the nurses. 
Th is led to an estimated 1100 pounds of wood chips being spread in the forestry lounge. Th e 
cannon remained untouched for the rest of the year.
Cannon FiringIn 1975, the foresters removed the cannon and placed it in Lake Tamblyn, but the 
engineers rebuilt it and rededicated it in 1976. Apparently the same happened in 78/79. It stayed 
relatively safe until a certain group of outdoorsy students lled it with concrete, tempting to silence 
it forever. But even that couldn’t deny Big Th under: Th e end section was bored out and rendered 
operable, and then totally replaced in 1992. It underwent a full cosmetic restoration in 2000.
In the past they used to say Big Th under was unstoppable: its power was surpassed only by its 
fortitude. Despite surviving the ravages of time, Big Th under is currently full of cement, and will 
need to be re-bored once again!

 Traditionally, the cannon is fi red to signal the start of Frosh Orientation and Engineering 
Week.  We hope that soon, the cannon, BIG THUNDER, will sound to let everyone know that the 

History and Traditions - Big Thunder
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 Whenever you fi nd Engineers, you will hear the Engineer’s Hymn. Lady Godiva is popular 
with  students at most North American universities and although the text may vary slightly from 
place to place, the spirit of the song is always the same. Recently, changes have been made to the 
words in order to eliminate any objectionable phrases.

 Godiva is not a fi ctitious woman of whom the Engineers sing, but a true historical fi gure 
who actually rode through the streets of Coventry, England in the nude to save the townsfolk 
from their burdensome taxes. Godiva was the wife of Leofric, Earl of Mercia and Lord of 
Coventry. Leofric ruled over the village with a severe hand and demanded excessive taxes from 
the villagers. Godiva was sympathetic and pleaded with her husband to reduce taxes. Th inking to 
silence her pleas, the Earl said he would lower taxes only aft er she had ridden through the market 
square at noon, mounted on a white horse, and wearing no clothes. Much to his surprise, his wife 
made the historical ride; and true to his word, Leofric lowered the taxes. Before Godiva made 
the ride, she went to the villagers and told them of her plan, requesting that they all stay behind 
closed doors and not watch her. One person, however, a tailor by the name of Tom, peered from 
behind the shutters of his shop. It is from this event that the term "Peeping Tom" has its origin. 
Although Godiva passed in 1080, she is still honored by the people of Coventry every year. Th e 
important aspects of this legend are that Godiva took it upon herself to stand up for a group of 
oppressed people, and secondly, that the people recognized her eff orts, and instead of lining the 
streets to leer, obeyed her wishes and stayed inside.

 While Lady Godiva may have been chosen as the unoffi  cial “Patron Saint” of Engineering, 
it is important that the entire story is known. Engineers have always been leaders and we must 
take an active stance in fi ghting ignorance.

History and Traditions - The Story of Lady Godiva



21

 Th e story behind the iron ring goes way back to the turn of the century. It began at the 
largest cantilever bridge in the world, the Quebec Bridge over the St. Lawrence river. Th is Bridge 
collapsed twice, fi rst in Aug. 1907 when the south arm of the half fi nished bridge failed, killing 
86 workers. Th e second time it failed was Sept. 1916. While the main span was being hoisted into 
place 150 feet above the river, one of the jacks failed and the entire structure fell to the bottom of 
the St. Lawrence, killing 11. Engineers’ work and their grave errors were blamed in both cases.
In 1917, an identical span was carefully hoisted into place, the bridge fi nally successfully 
completed, and eventually opened to traffi  c. Th e Quebec bridge remains a physical reminder to 
Canadian Engineers of the tragic cost of human error in Engineering work. Canadian Engineers 
now wear a ring, called the Iron Ring, on the pinky fi nger of the working hand. Th e iron is said to 
be taken from the debris of the fallen Quebec Bridge. Th e ring is obtained during the “Ritual of 
the Calling of an Engineer”, a ceremony held only for eligible candidates. During the ceremony, 
Engineers individually obligate themselves to high standards of integrity that the profession has 
established.

 Th e Ritual began in 1922 and was based on the suggestion that young graduates should 
subscribe to some oath or creed which recited the principles would use during their practice. Th e 
fi rst ceremony took place on April 25, 1925. Behind the closed doors of the ceremony, many words 
were spoken, but the most prominent were the words of the Obligation. Rudyard Kipling wrote the
Ritual of the Calling of an Engineer back in 1922 and said "Iron Ring is cold because the material 
is unforgiving when Engineers make mistakes". Th e Iron Ring is a symbol of humility and 
continuity. Most of all, the Iron Ring reminds the Engineer of the oath taken during the Ritual 
and that they must take due care in making decisions, consideration for life and safety must be 
Paramount.

History and Traditions - The Story of the Iron Ring  
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What can the ESS do for you!

Tutoring
Having diffi  culty with a pesky hard question? Not understanding particular concepts for a course? 
Don’t despair there is help! Lakehead University oers tutoring and assisted learning services. 
All students get 5 free hours of tutoring per academic year! And best of all, these hours can be 
combined together with other students for more free tutoring!

Visit https://www.lakeheadu.ca/academics/academic-support/tutoring to procure a tutoring 
agreement form.

Student Success Center
Sometimes we all need help at one point or another in order to succeed as students and as 
professionals. Where do you get it do you ask? Why at the student success centre of course! 
Located at SC 0008 behind campus tech, the very friendly task are always ready to help! Th e 
following services are provided at the student success centre:

• Academic Planning/Advising
• Tutoring
• Skills Seminars
• Leadership Programs
• Co-curricular Record
• Career Advising
• And So much More!!

For more information visit https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-sta/departments/services/ssc or 
drop in as say hi to the helpful people at SC 0008

Th e SCC also provides an online portal through which services can be accessed. Visit mysuccess.
lakeheadu.ca and log in using the myinfo account login for more information

Academics



23

Academic advising allows students the opportunity to get assistance in planning their 
educational career, in learning the skills needed for academic success, and in learning 
how to access the resources and services that are available to them. Th e Student Success 
Centre provides councillors on sta for career planning as well as academic planning. To 
schedule meeting visit mysuccess.lakeheadu.ca and use you myinfo login to sign in.

Program chairs also provide academic advising. Th e following lists current 
programchairs and contact information:

Chemical Engineering:
Dr. Lionel Catalan
Phone: (807) 343-8573
Offi  ce: CB 4082b
Email: lcatalan@lakeheadu.ca

Mechanical Engineering:
Dr. Sultan Siddiqui
Phone: (807)343-8794
Offi  ce: CB 4072
Email: siddiqui@lakeheadu.ca

Civil Engineering:
Dr. Yanglin Gong
Phone: (807) 343-8412
Offi  ce: CB 4076
Email: ygong@lakeheadu.ca

Electrical Engineering:
Dr. K. Natarajan
Phone: (807) 343-8657
Offi  ce: AT 5003
Email: knataraj@lakeheadu.ca

Soft ware Engineering:
Dr. Hassan Naser
Phone: (807) 343-8389
Offi  ce: AT 5001
Email: hnaser@lakeheadu.ca

Academic Advising
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GPA calculation & Requirements
Th e Grade Point Average(GPA) is an indicator of the average of all marks received.
Each mark is assigned a value as shown in the table following. Th en the overall 
GPA is
calculated as the weighted sum of individual GPA for each course.

It is important to note the following rules and regulations:
• To proceed without conditions to the succeeding year of a program, a student
must attain at least a D grade in each of the courses taken during the
academic year
• To proceed from the Second Year to the Th ird Year of a program, the stu
dent must have completed the requirements of the technology diploma, have
achieved a cumulative average* of 60% in 1st and 2nd year level courses, and
have obtained a minimum fi nal average of 60% (C) in Mathematics 1210, 1230
and a minimum fi nal mark of 60% (C) in Mathematics 2050.
• A student is deemed to have failed the year if:
• the student has failed more than two full courses or their equivalent;
• the student has failed more than one full course or equivalent with
marks of less than 40%;
• the student attains an overall average of less than 50% in all courses
• the student has a failure of more than one full course or its equiva
lent aft er special examinations have been given, whether the student
writes them or not.
• A student who in any term obtains a term or cumulative average** of less
than 60% in 3rd and 4th year level courses will be placed on probation
• At the end of any term, the maximum number of fi nal marks received in the
3rd and 4th year level courses carrying fi nal grades of D, E and F is not to ex
ceed three full courses or six half courses in total***. Any student exceeding
the above will normally be dismissed from the program.
For more information on rules and regulations visit ess.lusu.ca/Academics

Academics



25

Health and Counselling
Located in the Agora across from the security offi  ce, the Health and Counselling service provides a 
team of health and counselling professionals who are here to support your physical, emotional, and 
mental health needs during your time at Lakehead University.

To make an appointment visit the centre located by calling (807) 343-8361 . During the September 
to April academic period operating hours are Monday - Friday 8:45a.m. - 4:15p.m. (Tuesdays 
(during Academic year) 8:45a.m– 7:15p.m.) Phones are available at 8:30 a.m. 
Phone: (807) 343-8361.

For more information about booking appointments, please explore the ‘Booking Appointments’ 
section at www.lakeheadu.ca

Wireless Access
Wireless access is provided on campus for all students at Lakehead University. For setup 
instructions visit http://helpdesk.lakeheadu.ca/luwireless/ and select the appropriate operating 
system .

Financial INFO
Th e Offi  ce of Financial Services was created in order to provide reliable and relevant fi nancial 
information and quality fi nancial services, which includes accounting, payroll, fi nancial 
management and reporting, student accounts, fi nancial system training, and purchasing and 
treasury management. Please visit https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-sta/departments/
services/fi nance form information regarding payment of tuition fees Student Awards & Financial 
Aid Whether you are from Ontario, another province, or another country, you have options when 
it comes to paying your post-secondary costs. Explore the many student assistance opportunities 
and scholarship, award, and bursary off erings that are available.

Visit https://www.lakeheadu.ca/faculty-and-sta/departments/services/safa or in person at to apply 
for the numerous bursaries, scholarships and awards and fi nancial help!!!

*For more information on services oered visit ess.lusu.ca*

Misc Services
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